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It is  becoming increasing difficult these days to stage anything artistic, let alone a festival. 
Against all the odds, The Armstrong Gibbs Society was able to put aside the modern 
constraints and present a three day festival of truly international standards. Gibbs had a
real commitment to music in the Danbury area and we had a great mix of local and visiting 
artists this year.

As artistic director, this second festival was even more precious to me, with our first venture 
into an education project. Three local schools were involved under the masterful direction of 
Simon Warne, with the incredible support and dedication of Debbie Leaver and Emma 
Griffin.

Our main sponsor M and G who have always had an interest in education helped us so 
much with this year’s contribution.

I believe that to be truly educated one must not only learn to 
appreciate the arts, but have opportunities to actively participate in 
creative work. I feel that we have made a good start to help towards 
this goal.

The education project concluded with a morning concert on the 
Saturday with the children sharing the stage with the London Piano 
Trio. It was extremely well attended and the positive response from 
children, parents, audience, and teachers alike expressed the 
importance of what we are trying to do.

The Friday lunchtime concert was given by the Griffin sisters, Lara piano and Emma
clarinet, giving us an enchanting start to the festivities. This was followed by a festival lunch.

We have already spoken about the children’s concert on the Saturday morning which was
followed in the evening by a concert of our own Gibbs Festival Orchestra, made up of a 
group of truly world class  musicians. We performed two Gibbs works in the first half, A 
Spring Garland, and his concertino for piano and string performed brilliantly by the Ukranian 
pianist Olga Dudnik. The middle work was Bach's Brandenburg concerto no 4 with myself 
and Anne Skinner and Kerenza Allin-Garner, recorders, as soloists. We were assisted on 
the continuo cello and harpsichord by the international talents of David Jones and Gillian 
Ward Russell.The concert concluded with the ever popular Vivaldi The Four Seasons with 
yours truly as soloist. Paul Hagger the organist at St John’s played continuo.

On the Sunday we had a choral evensong sung by the St John’s Singers, the choir at the 
festival venue where Gibbs sung himself. It was a fitting finale to a wonderful weekend of 
great music making.

I would just like to ask everyone to pass on the news of what we are doing as we need 
many more society members to continue our most important work.

Special thanks should be given to Christopher Kingsley who was indisposed for this festival, 
but his hard work went a long way towards the success of the weekend.

Robert Atchison


