GIBBS MUSIC FESTIVAL 2012
Art is so important in our society, and in its
self is responsible for most things we see
and use today; without it, culture, society,
and history would be very different, if not
completely ruined, and this is why i am so
proud of the work that the Society has done
to make sure the Festival keeps going.

T h e Fe s t i va l b e g a n o n t h e 1 4 t h o f
September, 2012 with a lunchtime organ
recital by the renowned soloist Gillian Ward
Russell playing music inspired by the dance,
entitled, NOT Strictly Come Dancing!. Gillian
played works by Susato, Byrd, Praetorius, J
S Bach, Gibbs, S Wesley, Camidge, D Mews
and N Rawsthorn.
This was followed by our festival lunch,
which has been a feature of every festival
and is a great favourite with everyone,
where the audience have a chance to mix
with the festival artists in the friendly and
warm atmosphere of the Church meeting
room.
On the Saturday, the 15th, we had The
Festival Concert.
The London Piano Trio and friends playing
Mozart: Piano Quartet in G minor, K.478,
Gibbs: Piano Trio, The Yorkshire Dales, Op.
58 and finished with a performance of the
famous Schubert: Piano Quintet in A, D.
667, "The Trout" which really bought the
house down.
The festival finished on Sunday the 16th
with a Choral Eucharist with Celebrant: The
Archdeacon of Southend. The St John’s
Singers directed by Christopher Kingsley
with organist Paul Hagger. At the service we
were able to remember and celebrate the
life of Armstrong Gibbs daughter, Anne Rust,
who sadly passed away a few months
before. Anne was a wonderful women and i
am so glad that i had a chance to meet her
on many occasions.

All our work is inspired by the work
Armstrong Gibbs did for the local
community.
Although public and private funding of the
arts are at an all time low we have still
managed to hold our third festival and
maintain the high standards we have now
build a reputation on. One of our audience
at the Saturday night concert said why
travel to London when we have world class
music on our doorstep, a heartening remark
indeed.

I would like to finish by thanking everyone
who attended the festival and all the
members of the society who helped make it
possible.
Please pass the message on and encourage
your friends to join our society and help us
with our important work.
Robert Atchison
Artistic Director: Gibbs Music Festival

